
www.kilinclaw.com.tr

DUYGU DOĞAN SAHINER
Senior Associate at Kilinc Law & Consulting

ABOUT DUYGU DOĞAN SAHINER
Duygu Doğan is a Senior Associate at Kılınç Law & Consulting and has many years’ 
experience in maritime law. She provides specialist advice across non-contentious 
matters to Owners, Shipyards, Ports, P&I Clubs, Companies, Financial Agencies, 
and Government Agencies. On the basis of her specialization in Maritime Law, she  
prepared contracts for ship chartering and sales (MOA and other related documents) 
within the scope of maritime trade law, tracking of all kinds of ports and related 
units, coercive reason risks, bond issuance, freight and dead freight, services on 
forwarding agreements, as well as providing legal advice on the compliance of 
clients with national and international legislation as well as litigation before State 
Courts and Arbitration Tribunals.

She advices international and national Clients including P&I clubs, ship-owners and 
shipping agencies to make arrangements for unauthorized port and dock claims 
within this subject area.  She provides legal consultancy to her Clients in English 
and Turkish.

As a result of Ms. Doğan’s legal expertise in maritime law and litigation side, she 
has been honoured as Maritime Expert by IMEAK Chamber of Shipping, İzmir/ 
Aliağa Branch. Ms. Doğan with her great experience has been a tutor, moderator, 
Autor under the umbrella of IMEAK Chamber of Shipping to shipping agencies 
and members.  Currently, she is a spokeswoman in the general meetings of the 
Chamber of Shipping and gives information related to the new regulations and 
codes that affect the Chamber’s members.  

AREAS OF EXPERTISE
Duygu has experience in complex commercial cases, including general commercial 
issues and administrative litigation for both foreign and domestic disputes. She 
also handles all types of commercial matters, from marine casualties to parties in 
non-contentious matters. Duygu is a specialist in maritime claim handling, including 
bunker suppliers, cargo and charter disputes, and assisting P&I Clubs in personal 
death and injury matters. She has also developed a particular expertise in ship 
sales and purchases.

Duygu has significant experience in both applying for and opposing the granting of 
freezing orders and other interim reliefs, jurisdictional challenges, enforcement of 
arbitral awards in offshore jurisdictions and related insolvency proceedings.
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Please introduce yourself and your firm.

I am a Senior Associate at Kılınç Law & Consulting and have extensive 
years of experience in commercial law and maritime law. I provide 
specialist advice across non-contentious matters to international and 
national Clients.

Most of my cases are complex commercial cases, including general 
commercial issues and administrative litigation for both foreign and 
domestic disputes. I also handle all types of commercial matters, from 
marine casualties to parties in non-contentious matters. By specialising 
in maritime claim handling, including bunker suppliers, cargo and charter 
disputes, and assisting P&I Clubs in personal death and injury matters, I 
have also developed a particular expertise in ship sales and purchases.

On the basis of my specialization in Maritime Law, I  prepare contracts 
for ship chartering and sales (MOA and other related documents) within 
the scope of maritime trade law, track of all kinds of ports and related 
units, coercive reason risks, bond issuance, freight and dead freight, 
services on forwarding agreements, as well as provide legal advice on 
the compliance of clients with national and international legislation as well 
as litigation before State Courts and Arbitration Tribunals. 

I advise international and national Clients including P&I clubs, ship-
owners and shipping agencies to make arrangements for unauthorized 
port and dock claims within this subject area.  I provide legal consultancy 
to her Clients in English and Turkish. 

As a result of my legal expertise in maritime law and litigation side, I 
have been honoured as Maritime Expert by IMEAK Chamber of Shipping, 
İzmir/ Aliağa Branch. I, with my great experience, have been a tutor, 
moderator, Autor under the umbrella of IMEAK Chamber of Shipping to 
shipping agencies and members.  

Kılınç Law & Consulting was founded in 2014 by former adviser to the 
State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR), Levent Lezgin 
Kılınç. The Firm specialises in cross-border energy and commercial 
law in Istanbul, Turkey. In less than five years Kılınç Law & Consulting 

  What is your most favourite aspect of working in maritime law?

My favourite aspect regarding working in maritime law is the complexity of the cases 
that I have the pleasure and challenge of working on. I follow the case’s progress from 
preparing submissions to presenting findings in court, which showcases my dedication to 
the completion of multifaceted commercial cases. 

Another aspect I enjoy about maritime law is the nature of commercial disputes in the 
shipping sector. Most cases involve issues of contractual significance. However, in some 
instances, there is a requirement for industry-specific and technical knowledge. As I am a 
well organised individual who has ample knowledge about the industry sector, I am able to 
get to the heart of the dispute and enjoys the challenge this brings. 

  What were the biggest things to take you by surprise when you first began
  practising law?

The biggest aspects of the legal profession that took me by surprise when I first starting out 
was the fact that there was so much choice. The many industry sectors I could pursue my 
legal career in was overwhelming. I chose Maritime Law as my area of specialist expertise 
as I worked on a very interesting case that inspired me to concentrate and dedicate most 
of my time in the sector.

  Can you share with us any nuggets of advice for inspiring female lawyers?

We all need to encourage aspiring female lawyers to not be unnerved by the fact that 
women are in the minority at the senior levels of many law firms. More importantly, women 
should not be daunted by the task of navigating the promotional process, going up against 
your male counterparts is a good, positive challenge. All you need to do is recognize your 
own value and what you have done for your firm. When you are being interviewed, highlight 
how you have flourished and demonstrate to the interviewer why you deserve your new 
job title. 

For women currently trying to start a family, be open with your employer about this. It is 
important to state how you are going to tackle your workload and, realistically, if you will be 
able to handle the nature of your demanding job. If you are pragmatic and realistic about 
the task you have ahead, you stand a good chance that you will be able to manage your 
workload and have a rewarding personal life. Always evaluate how you are coping and see 
what you can do to create a better balance between your work life and personal life.

  What does this award mean to you?

This award is an amazing accolade to achieve as it is so sought after. Women in law who 
are the trailblazers of their generation, driving much-needed change in the legal sector 
to make gender equality a reality should be celebrated. The Women in Law Awards does 
this and through dedicating a whole issue is a fantastically celebrates these women, 
showcasing them as inspirational individuals. 

  What do you want to achieve in 2019?

In 2019 I want to keep on helping our Founding Partner, Levent Lezgin Kılınç, grow the 
Firm. Kılınç Law & Consulting is looking to increase more lateral hires and further expand 
the number of fee-earners at the Firm significantly throughout the year. In turn, the overall 
plan is to also increase the Firm’s international reach by securing new clients overseas. As 
we are a relatively new law firm, we are looking to further establish ourselves not only in the 
Turkish legal markets but in other markets, such as the UK, as well. 
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FIRM PROFILE
Kılınç Law & Consulting was founded in 2014 
by former advisor to the State Oil Company of 
Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR), by Levent Lezgin 
Kılınç. The Firm is a cross-border energy and 
commercial law specialist based in Istanbul, 
Turkey. In less than five years Kılınç Law & 
Consulting has established itself as a leading 
practice with an enviable portfolio of domestic 
and international clients across the energy sector.

The Firm recently opened its consulting office in 
İzmir, a significant region for energy and shipping 
related projects in Turkey. This office enables 
the Firm to best serve its international clients 
operating in the region. Also the firm has a branch 
office in London and this office the firm focuses 
on arbitration cases. 

Kılınç Law & Consulting focuses on all aspects of 
energy and commercial law, including corporate 
law, mergers and acquisitions, and securities law. 
Kılınç Law & Consulting is particularly qualified 
at dealing with public authorities in relation to 
energy law—especially the Ministry of Energy and 
Natural Resources and EMRA (EPDK)—and has 
extensive experience in structuring, drafting and 
negotiating various types of project agreements. 
This includes project agreements for Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction (EPC) contracts; 
oil, gas, and fuel supply agreements; and for the 
establishment of LNG terminals (floating and 
shore).

The firm is experienced at preparing operation 
and maintenance agreements; windmill, power 
purchase, and marketing agreements; terminal 
use agreements; transportation agreements; 
and agreements for establishing refineries, 
petrochemical facilities, wind, solar, biomass, 
landfill gas, and other alternative energy projects.

The firm also has particular expertise in relation to 
cross-border legal advice, and regularly provide 
consultation on inter-governmental relations, 
foreign company consultation—especially for 
international investors interested in Turkey—and 
contract negotiation advice.    
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has established itself as a leading practice with an enviable portfolio of 
domestic and international clients across the energy sector.

The Firm recently opened its consulting office in İzmir, a significant region 
for energy and shipping related projects in Turkey. This office enables the 
Firm to best serve its international clients operating in the region.

Kılınç Law & Consulting focuses on all aspects of energy and commercial 
law, including corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, and securities 
law. Kılınç Law & Consulting is particularly qualified at dealing with 
public authorities in relation to energy law—especially the Ministry of 
Energy and Natural Resources and EMRA (EPDK)—and has extensive 
experience in structuring, drafting and negotiating various types of 
project agreements. This includes project agreements for: Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction (EPC) contracts; oil, gas, and fuel supply 
agreements; and for the establishment of LNG terminals (floating and 
shore).

The Firm is experienced at: preparing operation and maintenance 
agreements; windmill, power purchase, and marketing agreements; 
terminal use agreements; transportation agreements; and agreements 
for establishing refineries, petrochemical facilities, wind, solar, biomass, 
landfill gas, and other alternative energy projects.

The Firm also has particular expertise in relation to cross-border legal 
advice, and regularly provide consultation on inter-governmental 
relations, foreign company consultation—particularly for international 
investors interested in Turkey—and contract negotiation advice.

  Why did you choose the legal sector?

I chose the legal sector as a profession because I have an interest in how 
the profession creates an impact on the way the world is run. 

It was also attractive as it affords flexibility in many different areas. As 
a lawyer, I have the freedom to work with clients operating across a 
range of exciting commercial sectors. A career in law offers a variety of 
paths that one can take, from working as a public defender, to gaining 
experience across multiple industries, to starting your own law firm, or 
sitting on the board of a multinational organization. No matter what your 
interests or preference, I knew I would enjoy the flexibility a career in the 
legal industry provides.

  What motivates you about your role?

What motivates me about my role at Kılınç Law & Consulting is the level 
of responsibility I have within our Firm. I support the Firm in many matters 
from the day-to-day legal work, new client enquiries through to PR and 
marketing, to name a few. My expertise has enabled me to acquire a high 
level of seniority, making me respected and valued in the Firm. 

Furthermore, I am fortunate to work alongside and be supported by a 
great and capable team. Our mutual respect and the way we tirelessly 
work together as a unit to complete cases and achieve desired results 
motivates me to strive for a high standard of excellence every day. 
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